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Black History Month begins with celebration
Irena Milasinovic
Features Editor

A dance performance and speech by a South African
race and gender activist opened Black History
Month at USF St. Petersburg on Feb. 1.

Photoby Pius Nyomorc

A lecture by Naomi Tutu was iust one of the fe9tures of the program at the opening of a
ceremony celebrating Black History Month. A dance performance by a St. Petersburg-based
dance troupe founded by Jai Hinson opened and closed the ceremony. Six drummers and
over 20 dancers in traditional African attire danced and sang while the packed crowd
tapped to the beat of their music. After their first dance, "Lomba," the dance troupe Dundu
Dole1 which means "life force," received a standing ovation from the crowd,
See more, Page 4

The opening ceremony,
"Preparing for our future while
revisiting the past;' featured
guest speaker Nontombi
"Naomi" Tutu, an activist and a
daughter of the South African
Archbishop and Nobel Peace
Prize-winner Desmond Tutu.
The St. Petersburg percussion
and·dance troupe "Dundu Dole"
began the celebration with traditional African dances and music.
The event, sponsored by USF
St. Petersburg Multicultural
Affairs and the city of St.
Petersburg Martin Luther King
Jr. Endowment, drew about 250
attendees from the university
and community. Mayor Rick
Baker appeared at the event, and
declared Feb. I as Naomi Tutu
Day in St. Petersburg.
"Naomi spent her life eliminating racial oppression of South
Africa and around the w.orld;'
Baker said.
In Tutu's lecture, "Striving for
Justice: Searching for Common
Ground;' she stressed the importance of recognizing the differences among people to discover
what unit~s thein.
"If we can find common
ground in South Africa, where
there is generations of racial
oppression, then I don't believe
there is anywhere in the world
that we can't do that;' Tutu said.
"We shouldn't strive to be the
same, but in the midst of our
differences, there is a common
ground:'
Tutu spoke of South Africans'
struggle to build a new South
Africa. She also spoke of the
media's depiction of a welfare

mother, the treatment of waitresses as robots who serve food
and society's images of
Palestinian mothers whose sons
are suicide bombers.
Different people can find
common ground "by letting people know that we give credence
to their stories, whatever the
story;' Tutu said.
Steve Marshall, interim multicultural affairs coordinator at
USF St. Petersburg, said Tutu's
speech taught students and others who attended to gain the
understanding of people's differences and see how people a:ll
have differences and still have
things in common.
Jesse Wolf, a USF St.
Petersburg literature major who
heard Tutu's speech, said he
hoped students understood
Tutu's central message of finding
common ground, and not pretending that people don't have
differences.
"I hope, m~ybe now, students
will use what she said [in her
lecture], and won't be scared to
ask questions;' said Tiffany
Green, a USF St. Petersb_urg
interdisciplinary studies major
who attended the lecture.
English professor Julie
Armstrong brought her African
American Literature class to the
event.
"I am hoping that students
will begin to see the literature, .
history and culture that we are
studying in class have relevance
in the contemporary world;'
Armstrong said.
Armstrong hopes that students are able to make
See Ae'fJVJSf Page 6
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The Science

I

of the Tsunami I
Nicole MatcheH
Contributing Writer

Photo by Creotive.Gettylmoges.<om

On February 4, Dr. Robert
Morton spoke before more than 50
students, teachers and members of
the U.S. Geological Survey who were
gathered in the Karen A. Steidinger
Auditorium for the lecture titled,
"Impact of the 2004 Tsunami:
Observations and Indelible
Impressions; Science as
Humanitarian Aid:'
Morton, who works for the USGS
Center for Coastal and Watershed
Studies in St. Petersburg, shared his
findings after an intense 10-day visit
to Sri Lanka, which had been hit by
the recent tsunami.'
He asked his audience members
to imagine themselves in a tropical
paradise at 9 a.m., walking along the
beach and enjoying the water. .
"Now imagine the horrors of
being sucked under by giant wave,
tossed around like a grain of sand,
being transported with such velocity
along with other debris that it
knocks down buildings and it strips
the bark off of trees, where that
house you were safe in is reduced to
rubble and swept away like a giant
wave;' Morton said.
He is part of an international
tsunami survey team put together by
the Earthquake Engineering
Research Institute (EERI). These
teams are primarily composed of
engineers and wav:e modelers who
go in immediately after a tsunami
has hit with the purpose of collecting information about water levels. .
Morton was part of two teams of
14 people made up of wave modelers, geologists, students and
reporters. Their purpose was to
develop wave modeling and geologic
information that would save people
from the dangers of future tsunamis.
''I'm very interested in seeing
how someone with a science background can move into the humanitarian aspect of work;' said Kristin
Sobskin, a Physical Oceanography
major who attended the lecture.
Although Morton and his team
do not.meet the immediate needs of
the people by providing food and
shelter, he still sees his team's work as
humanitarian aid.
The final analysis is to understand what influences tsunami risk
and to provide products that would
eventually be used in Sri Lanka and
other parts of the world where that
threat exists, Morton said.
Morton and his team traveled in

a

See Tsunami Page 6

Students slim dOwn
Renee Bradley
Contributing Writer

I According to the Centers

for Disease Control and
Prevention, 64 percent of
American adults are overweight. Twenty-three percent of adults are obese.

I

I
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ln response to these statistics,
USF Tampa's Student Health Services
and Health Education Department
are introducing the LEARN Program
for Weight Management, which
teaches people how to lose weight
and keep it off.
The 10-week group counseling
program will be offered at USF
Tampa beginning Feb. 14. The program is open to USF students from
any campus. Students must have a
body mass index (BMI) of at least
25. BMI is a measure of body height
to body weight that determines one's
degree of obesity.
According to the American
Council on Exercise, people at a normal weight usually have a BMI
between 19 and 25. Individuals considered mildly overweight are up to
20 percent above their normal
weight and tend to have BMis
between 25 and 30. Severely overweight individuals are more than 40
percent above their normal weight
and have BMls greater than 35.
The LEARN Program for Weight
Management is free for students who
have paid the Tampa campus health
fee of $75. The fee is automatically
included in the tuition of USF
Tampa students each sem-ester. USF
students registered on oth~r

campuses may volunteer to pay this
health fee, which would entitle
them to the same benefits as USF
Tampa students.
Kim May, the senior dietician
with Student Health Services at USF
Tampa, will t~ach the LEARN program in the Tampa Campus
Recreation Center. She says the program, which was founded in 1995 by
Dr. Kelly Brownell from Yale
University, is scientifically sound. It
takes participants step-by-step
through the five components of
weight loss: lifestyle, exercise, attitudes, relationships and nutrition.
May, who is certified by The
American Association of LifeStyle
Counselors to teach the LEARN
Program, said LEARN is a comprehensive approach that focuses on all
factors that contribute to obesity. She
said it's not just diet and exercise
habits that cause someone to become
overweight; the environment and the
psychology that encompass lifestyle
come together to form behaviors.
The LifeStyle Company distributes and provides materials on the
LEARN Weight Management-program as well as other professional
training and certifications.
According to the LifeStyle website,
"the key objective of the LEARN
Program include imparting factual
information about weight management, separating facts from fiction,
helping individuals master-new
lifestyle skills that result in permanent change and enhancing motivation for continued success:'
May is also available for one-onone nutritional counseling sessions.
These sessions are free for students
that have paid the USF Tampa cam-

BriefMe
Why is Black History
Month held in

February?

j

Dr. Carter G. Woodson
(J 875-1950), a black historian, is considered the
founder of Black History
Month . . ,, ,
Woodson wOs a scholar whose work sent out
th!:} message that blacks
should be proud of their
legacy, and that their contributions should be
appreciated by their fellow Americans.
In 19i 5, he founded
the Assci'<:iation for the
Study of Negro Life and
History.
In 1926, Woodson
founded Negro History
Week. He believed that if
the public become more
educated in black history,
there would be a better
understanding between
the block and white races.
Woodson chose the
second week of February
for Negro History Week
so that it would coincide
with the birthdays of
Frederick Douglass and
Abraham lincoln, powerful advocates for the
advancement of block
people.
In 1976, Negro History
Week become Black
History Month.

Kim May, senior dietician of
Student Health Services at USF
Tampa, is teaching the LEARN
weight-loss program at USF
Tampa this month.

Information taken from
-historychannel.com ,
ww¥t.chipubllb.org, and
www.educationworld.com
Compiled by Paul Nguyen

pus health fee. May said the sessions
are a great benefit for students since
it costs between $65 and $75 to see a
registered dietician.
The USF Tampa health fee also
entitles students to the following
benefits: access to a health care clinic
including doctor and nurse visits,
prescription medicine, gynecology,
allergy injections and STD and
HIV testing.
For more information about the
LEARN program or to contact dietician Kim May, call-(813) 974-4936.
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Journalism program enjoys liberatingaccreditation
Kristie A. Martinez
Editor
It's been less than a year since the USF St.
Petersburg journalism department achieved
accreditation, but program director G. Michael
Killenberg already sees one significant change.
The department can now revise its curriculum,
which was inherited from USF Tampa's journalism program, he said.
Killenberg plans to create a teaching concentration for journalism graduate students who want
to become instructors. He hopes the program will
offer more visual journalism and new media classes for undergraduates. He also wants the department to build up its science journalism courses
for all levels of students.
Currently, students in the program can focus
on one of three types of journalism: news editorial, magazine or visual communication.
Killenberg said he and the journalism faculty
are revising, renovating and expanding the current
curriculum to meet student needs and to capitalize on the strengths the program has developed
over the iast few years. The journalism faculty
will complete a written proposal of all the desired
curriculum changes by the end of this semester.
In April 2004, the Accrediting Council on
Education in Journalism and Mass
Communications made the journalism department the first academic program at USF St.
Petersburg to gain accreditation apart from
USFTampa.
Accreditation lets students, families, government officials and the press know that an institution or program provides a quality education, The
Council for Higher Education Accreditation says.
USF St. Petersburg has applied for accreditation from the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools,

which accredits colleges and universities in 11
southeastern states.
Preparing for accreditation involves a lengthy
application process and a site visit by the
accrediting body.
Killenberg and other faculty conducted a selfstudy to see how the journalism program measured up against 13 standards chosen by the
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism
and Mass Communications. The self-study included questions about the teache_rs, instruction,
recordkeeping and educational resources, such as
libraries and computer equipment.
Accrediting council officials visited the school
and talked directly with journalism faculty, students and university administrators, as well as
people from the St. Petersburg Times and the
Poynter Institute who work with the program.
Mark Walters, a professor in the journalism
department, said, '~ccreditation gives us credibility to people on the outside who don't know us. It's
a seal of approval~'
It also helps attract more students to the program, Walters said.
Jeff Neely, a journalism graduate student, said
that while accreditation lends stature to the program, he has not perceived any noticeable differences because of it.
"But I think it's a great program, and (accreditation allows others) to recognize it as a great program as well;' Neely added.
The program has not changed dramatically,
Killenberg said. "So I don't think our students
feel a difference. I think it's a quiet sense of a
secure feeling that you're in good hands for your
education:'
Killenberg said he hopes accreditation will not
change the mission of the program, which he
began in 1988.
"We try to put people first in the concept of

journalism;' he said. "The role of the journalist is
to serve the people, and to do that, you need to listen to them, talk to them, empathize with them;
and we try to instill that in our journalism program. That's what brought me here and that's what
I proposed as the founding philosophy of the
program:'

It took about two years for journalism
program director G. Michael Killenberg
and other journalism professors to
achieve accreditation for the department
in Apri l 2004. Journalism is the first and
only academic program that is accredited
at USF St. Petersburg.
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Terri Schiavo: life vs. htJmanity
he fate of Terri Schiavo, a Clearwater woman rate and eventually lapse into coma.
who has been in a semi-vegetative state since
Schiavo's feeding tube was removed in October
1990, has recently been a hot topic. Her hus- 2003 and was replaced after Gov. Jeb Bush passed Terri's
band, Michael, is currently fighting her parents and the ·Law. People saw that removing her feeding tube was an
state to have her feeding tube removed, which will result _ inhumane death back then, but a little thing - like the
in her death. ·
state not being allowed to interfere in personal interest
·
Terri's case is surrounded by controversy inv\:>lving and privacy rights - got in the way.
In many cases when professionals talk about removethical and ~olitical questions.
-..
Never mmd the fact that her husband has moved on ing f<;eding tubes, they refer to it as death by dehydrawith his life and has a new family. Never mind the fact tion. This usually occurs in patients who are still of
that people are criticizing her parents for trying to save sound mind and are in the last stages ofterminal illness.
In a way; by denying themselves food, they are taking
her life.
The real issue I see is that an innocent woman who their own lives and welcoming this stage. I think it is
can't speak for herself may be condemned to a horrible safe to say that Schiavo is not of sound mind and not in
death, one that our government wouldn't impose on the the last stages of terminal illness.
worst criminal While her future is currently up in the
The truth is, no one knows what Terri wants but
air, she still serves as a daily reminder that we live in a Terri. Chances are she doesn't want to starve to death.
It seems to me that the people who are most in need
backward society.
My question in this case is not why Schiavo should of a painless and humane death are denied it in this
die, but how. Michael's lawyer and other professionals country. Oregon is currently the only state that allows
say that death by starvation is virtually painless. I think physician-assisted suicide, or euthanasia. Physicianthey need to talk to a starving, third-world child and ask assisted suicide is also widely accepted in Europe and
how it feels to starve to death. Starvation can last up to other parts of the world Furthermore, aliSO states have
fourteen days or more, and causes the body to deterio- adopted lethal injection as their main method for
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ours spent watching postdebate coverage have shown
me that televised political
commentary is concerned !sss with
the substance of a politician's
remarks, and more with how those
statements are perceived.
So when I tuned in to MSNBC last
week to watch President Bush deliver
his State of the Union address, it wasn't because I expected to gain insight
into his proposals and plans for the
next four years. I was far more interested in gauging the reactions of the
commentators
assembled
on
"Hardball;' a politically oriented program hosted by Chris Matthews.
But before dessert, I first had to
get through the main course. During
his address, Bush touched on familiar
themes: downsizing the government,
privatizing Social Security, and lauding the Iraq elections.
The President was frequently
vague, as when he said, "Judges have a
duty to faithfully interpret the law,
not legislate from the bench:'
Elsewhere, he was downright puz' zling: "The United States has no
right ... to impose our form of govern-ment on anyone else~'

I
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But the lack of elaboration was
essential to the State of the Union,
which moved quickly from subject to
subject, allowing Bush to hit many
talking points that were aimed at
appealing to a number of constituencies. If starry-eyed optimism and
star-spangled sentimentality were
his rhetorical goals, Bush achieved
them easily.
Afterward, Matthews was joined
by pundits who enthusiastically
regaled the President with their praises. Jim Meacham, managing editor
for Newsweek, called the speech "brilliant'; while Norah O'Donnell, NBC
News White House correspondent,
and Joe Scarborough, host of his
eponymous MSNBC program, sang
their approval.
The only person refusing to join
the chorus was Ron Reagan, who
admitted to being uncomfortable
when Bush introduced the parents of
Marine Corps Sgt. Byron Norwood,
who had been killed in action during
an attack on Fallujah. The deceased
soldier's mother and father wept as
the assembly turned to give them a
standing ovat_ion. Janet Norwood
·See PUNDITS Page 6

inmate execution, and almost everywhere people are
able to put their pets to sleep when they are in pain.
However, there is also speculation surrounding lethal
injection and whether it is a painful death. Some argue
that the paralyzing agent in one of the three injections
does not allow patients or inmates to cry out if they are
in pain.
So is Terri Schiavo's case about right to life, or right
to humanity? Why does our government administer
humane death to murderers, but deny humanity to the
tennli1ally ill and helpless? I don't think Terri Schiavo
should be given a lethal injection. but I think medicine
owes it to her to find a more humane death than starvation. It is our advanced society that has kept her alive so
long by artificial means, yet we can think of only
primitive solutions to this problem. If our legal system
is going to allow her to be condemned to death,
then I hope they fmd a better way for her to die
·
than starvation.
Visit www.terrisfight.org for information on Terri
Shiavo, and wwwcompassionindy.ing.org for information on legal physician assisted suicide.

Wendy Owen is a senior in maioring in iournalism.
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Black History Month begins with celebration

lnfor•Me
Upcoming Events: Black
~istory Month

Photo by Pius Nyomoto

Above: The Dundu Dole Urban African Ballet performed traditional African dances and songs as a prelude to Naomi Tutu's
speech at USF St. Petersburg Feb. 1 . Dance group founder Jai Hinson said Dundu Dole, which means "life force," helps establish
traditional values in students and builds their character.
See More, Page 1

The weman behind it all
Irena Milasinovic
Features Editor

She followed in her father's footsteps and became a race activist.
She spends her life eliminating
~racial oppression in South Mrica
and around the world.
She followed in her mother's foot:.
steps and became a gender activist.
She bears a message of empowerment for all women.
Nontombi "Naomi" Tutu is the daughter of
the South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
winner of the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize for his
dedication to ending apartheid, the official
policy of racial segregation in South Africa.
Archbishop Tutu was appointed in 1995 by
President Nelson Mandela as the chairman of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
which investigated human rights abuses and
political crimes committed by both supporters
· and opponents of apartheid between 1960
and 1994.
.
Naomi makes a legacy for her children as
her father did the same for his children, said
Regional Chancellor Karen White of race and
gender activist Naomi Tutu, who opened the
First Annual Black History Month at USF St.
Petersburg on Feb. 1.
Tutu, a citizen of both the United States and
South Africa, was born in 1960 during
apartheid, which lasted until South Africa's
first democratic election in 1994. She said it is
sometimes hard to believe that her children
now go to school with students of all different
backgrounds who live and learn together.
"My children sometimes don't understand
that this could never have happened 20 years
·
ago," Thtu said.

Her name, Nontombi, which means "mother of girls;' was given to her by her grandmother and Tutu thought it meant that she would
only give birth to girls.
"But when my son was born, I realized that
it meant that I'd work with the young women
of the world;' Tutu said in a speech to all-girls
school in southwest Detroit last November.
During that lecture, Tutu said her mother,
Leah Nomalizo Shenxane, greatly influenced
her when Tutu was growing up. Shenxane was
a community C?rganizer who started the first
domestic workers trade union in South Africa
in the 1980s, and continues to work on behalf
of the mostly poor, black and female
domestic workers.
Tutu's work in South Africa has ranged
from studying gender-based violence in
schools to working with companies on race
and gender issues in the workplace. Tutu also
supports the development of the South African
Female Empowerment (SAFE) organization
which focuses on sexual violence programs
and the economic empowerment of women.
During her talk at USF St. Petersburg, Tutu
told a story of the women she met in an
African village, who, when asked about their
daily lives, said they "did nothing." Tutu decided to follow the women to learn what they did,
and said she could barely keep up with their
daily tasks. These women woke up at 4 a.m.,
worked in the fields, went to the markets to
sell, kept the house clean and kept their children bathed and fed.
"I wanted to go evei:y day, but I said I'd go
every two weeks;' Tutu said. These women
were the glue which held families together, said
Tutu, whose next initiative is the leadership of
women across the world.
"'If we don't acknowledge the work we do,
nobody else will;' she said.
"How often do you see a Palestinian
woman interviewed about her life?" Tutu asked
a crowd of about 200 at USF St. Petersburg.·

Look at a Palestinian woman whose child
became a suicide bomber. She may tell people
that she is proud of her child's deeds but we
can't imagine that she wanted that for her
child, said Tutu.
"We never hear about her daily life. We
don't hear those stories. We don't hear of what
these women dream of for their children and
we've decided that we don't need to because
they're terrorists," said Tutu.
Tutu founded and was the chairperson of
the Tutu Foundation, which from 1985 until
1990 helped South African refugees in African
countries. The refugees received scholarships
that enable them to learn to be self-supporting
while in exile and prepare them for constructive roles in the free South Africa.
Born in Krugersdorp, South Africa, Tutu
earned her primary and secondary education
in the United Kingdom and Swaziland, South
Africa. She holds a bachelor's degree in economics and French from Berea College in
Berea, Ky., and a master's degree in international economic development from the
Patterson School of Diplomacy and
International development at the University of
Kentucky. She was awarded an honorary doctorate degree by the Universal Orthodox
College of Ogun State, Nigeria, in 1985.
Upon completing her master's, Tutu did
consulting work in South Africa, researching
educational and professional opportunities for
black women. She has taught courses-in
American universities and colleges on development, gender and education in Africa. She has
also worked at the University of Cape Town
where she was a program coordinator at the
African Gender Institute and was in charge of
programs on race and gender and genderbased violence in education. Tutu is now the
associate director of the Office of International
Relations and Programs at Tennessee State
University in Nashville.
ThtU has also received numerous awards

and honors from organizations such as the
California State Legislature, the Kentucky State
Branches of the NAACP, Outstanding Young
Women of America and Who's Who of
Africans in America.
Tutu calls her country, South Africa, a
"miracle:'
·
"It took human beings like you and me saying we have something in common - something we can build a new country with - and
working together to find that common
ground;' slie said.

Phoro by PMts N-to111010

"We are human beings with fears and
dreams and aspirations, and yet when
we put somebody in a box, we don't
allow ourselves to hear a human
being," Naomi Tutu said. "The only
way that we can come to that common
ground is to give one another a
chance to hear and tell our stories."
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Secrets of the science world
Ever wonder what goes on inside those big, mysterious s·cience buildings?
USF St. Petersburg is a top-notch research facility with many community partnerships. The campus is home to the nationally renowned College of Marine Science, the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Commission, the Children's Research Institute and the university's Research Laboratory Building. Most students never set foot inside these buildings and are
unaware of the groundbreaking scientific research that takes place in them every day.
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USF Research
Laboratories

USF Children's Research
Institute

What goes on there?
+ Environmental Science, Policy
and Geography program
researchers conduct scientific
research.

What goes on there?
+ The $12 million institute is a
research facility working with
All Children's Hospital. The center connects doctors with scientists to produce life-saving
research. Three floors house
science labs.
+ The center studies the treatment and prevention of childhood illnesses and focuses on
seven areas: cardiovascular disease, immunology, behavioral
pediatrics, oncology, cardiology,
child health policy and molecular genetics.

Who works there?
~ Biologist Deby Cassill studies
fire ant behavior.
+ Geochemist Donny Smoak
studi~ lakes, rivers and the
oceah.
+ Chemist Kathy CarvalhoKnighton studies toxins in the
environment.
+ Jim Gore studies the relatio·n ship between stream-flow and
stream-ecology.
+ Melanie Riedinger-Whitmore
and Tom Whitmore study paleoenvironmental issues.
+ Hydrogeologist Jim Kresl
studies the geochemistry and
hydrology of wetlands and
coastal environments.
+ Researcher Bob Wang manages the laboratory.
When was it founded?
+ The labs opened May 24,
2004.

Who works there?
+ Scientists, doctors, pediatric
researchers, professors, nurses'
and more...
J

When was it founded?
+ The Children's Research
Institute was founded in 1985
at All Children's Hospital. After
the hospital became overcrowded, the new building for
the research institute was built
in February 2000.

P~ by Jim 6riookeo
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USGS Center for
Coastal Geology and
Regional Studies
What goes on there?
+ The center studies coastal
and marine problems like natural hazards, natural resources
and environmental change.
+ This research helps to predict
coastal erosion, the fate of wetlands·and coral reefs, sediment
build-up, transport and stability
circulation, the location of the
valuable minerals and aquatic
pollution movement.
·
Who works there?
+ Geologists, biologists, hydrologists, remote sensing specialists, biogeochemists, microbiologists, coral reef experts, fish
ecologists, and more ...
When was it founded?
+ The USGS Center for Coastal
Geology was founded in 1988.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife ·
Commission

College of Marine
Science
·

What goes on there?
+ The FWRI conserves and protects fish, wildlife, plants and
their habitats.
+ According to the FWRI,
Florida's population growth of
about 23 percent over the past
decade is stretching resources,
causing a water quality decline
and habitat loss. FWRI helps
balance competing demands for
these resources.
+The FWRI's biological
research staff works in the divisions of Wildlife, Freshwater
Fisheries and Florida Marine
Fisheries; Ecosystem Assessment
and Restoration; and
Information Science and
Management.

What goes on there?
+ The college is a graduate
research program. Faculty and
students explore four areas of
oceanography.
+ Biological Oceanography
+ Chemical Oceanography
+ Geological Oceanography
+ Physical Oceanography

Who works there?
+ The service employs about
7,500 scientists at facilities
nationwide and throughout
Florida. Three buildings _a re
located at USF St. Petersburg.
When was it founded?
+ The Florida Legislature created the FWRI on July 1 , 2004.

Who works there?
+ Microbiologists, marine
chemists, marine engineers,
paleoceanographers, geologists, .physical oceanographers,
physicists, paleoclimatologists,
and more ...
When was it founded?
+ The U.S. government built a
Merchant Marine training base
on Bayboro Harbor in 1940.
Florida Presbyterian College
converted barracks to classrooms from 1959 to 1963. In
1965,USF St. Petersburg
opened its doors to the students. USF's marine science
program was organized in
1967-1968.
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TSUNAMI from
Page2
a safari van once used as part of a
tourist attraction, in search of eyewitness reports. They also measured
water levels, flow direction, and
deposit thickness left behind by
the tsunami.
"In some places the devastation
was so widespread, nothing was left
standing, so there was no way to get
a water level record;' Morton said.
"In those places where trees were
still around, we were measuring the
height of the debris hung up in the
trees~'

There are five ways to help save
lives in the event of another tsunami,
Morton said. They include inundation maps, tsunami risk zone maps,
evacuation zones, coastal planning,
and - most important of all education.
One of the photos that Morton
took while on his visit was of a village where a school had been
destroyed. The picture shows a bucket filled with toys and wooden blocks
that the school's nuns had collected
and rinsed with water from a welL
Morton saw a glimmer of-hope in
this picture.
"They have a vision for the
future," he said. "They plan to rebuild
that school; they plan to continue
education for the children of Sri
Lanka. And despite the fact that
these little blocks and toys are
insignificant in the terms of the cost ·
it is going to take to rebuild that
school, it's their way of contributing,
it's their way of making progress, it's
their way of trying to bring about
their vision for the future of
Sri Lanka."
The event was sponsored by the
USF College of Marine Science and
the USGS.

Source: creotive.Gettylmoges.com

Foster Kamer
Daily Utah Chronicle (University of Utah)
(U-WIRE) SALT LAKE CITY- Going on
50-some-odd years with one of the most prestigious careers in filmmaking, who would
have thought?
Clint EastWood's "Million Dollar Baby" isn't
just his fmest work to date, it's one for the books
in the great tradition of flawless, poignant
American cinema in which filmmaking merges
as entertainment, art, and above all, a craft.
Eastwood delivers a stripped down performance as the gruff owner of a disintegrating boxing gym in downtown L.A. All but down for the
spiritual count, Frankie Dunn is an overprotective trainer who has ruggedly aged into an
opaque, emotional trapdoor - in true Eastwood
tradition: a loner. Frankie writes his estranged
daughter letters every day only to have them sent
back "return to sender." He attends Mass every
day just to argue with the priest His last seemingly great boxer just ditched him for a new manager because, like other fighters before him,
Frankie held him back from the title shot because
he didn't think he was ready. Turns out he was.
Needless to say, times have been better for him.
Frankie's only friend is Scrap (Morgan
Freeman), a half-blind former fighter whose
quaint life revolves around keeping the gym,
which is also his home, from falling to hell. As the
voice behind the film's narration, Scrap prowls
Frankie's gym as the roughed-up old-timer,
whose words are written off as those of a hasbeen who's taken too many left hooks to the head.
Or 'so Frankie starts to think when Scrap starts
taking note of some bubbly 30-year-old career
L
itress · who comes around looking to be

a prizefighter.
Not that Maggie Fitzgerald (Hillary Swank)
has anything to lose: no education, no children,
yet she sends all of her earnings to her resentful
lineage of trailer trash. Becoming a fighter is all
she's got going for her. Frankie doesn't deal in
training girls, let alone girls who want to become
serious contenders at 30. Maggie persists, Frankie
holds out until his threshold for pity breaks, and
he gives her a few pointers.
But: if you give a mouse a cookie...
Maggie manages to permeate small crack
after small crack in Frankie's coarse exterior, and
over time, finally breaks through and gets him to
take her on as his trainer. Maggie, fighter that she
is, progresses with prodigal speed. Soon enough,
Maggie is putting challenger after challenger face
down on the mat in visceral, ringside action
sequences that are as exciting as any captured
before. However, if you came to see a boxing
movie, look elsewhere.
It's hard to even remember there being a rug
for good grounding when it's pulled out from
under the audience in the middle of the film. No,
Maggie hasn't been dead the entire time and
Clint Eastwood isn't a robot: Here's a twist that
relies solely on the logistics of well-crafted, technical storytelling, and it goes off without a hitch.
Despite all the blood, spit and sweat that's cleaned
off the mat, the real fighting doesn't start until the
pivotal third act. Anybody not winded by the
emotional uppercut delivered by the startling
subtleties of the chemistry between Eastwood
and Swank in the film's climactic scenes might as
well be an anestheseized cold-case.
Paul Haggis' screenplay is rife with classical
dynamics of literary struggle, and gives the actors
sparse, yet rich prose to work with. The slingshot
dialogue between Swank, Eastwood and Freeman

ACTIVIST from Page 1
Petersburg. Myers said she feels peoconnections between their own attitudes and behaviors and the larger
ple aren't aware of the importance of
Black History Month.
structure of oppression in the world.
"Everyone is prejudiced in some
"People by nature are closed
way - I think that is given - but we
minded. The more we learn about
need to see how our prejudices have
each other, the more we can relate to
· one another," she said.
implications beyond ourselves;' she
English professor Armstrong said
said.
that it is important for Americans to
Armstrong said her African
American Literature students tell her
learn more about South Africa
that the kind of information they
because of the many similarities
between South Africa's apartheid
receive in the class is riot taught in
high schools and very rarely in their
and American racism.
Racism not only relates to issues
college courses.
of the past, because America continKahran Myers, a senior at
ues to practice racism in subtle ways,
Lakewood high school, knows a lot
Armstrong said. "South Africa's
about Archbishop Desmond Tutu
struggle with that has much to teach
from her own personal readings,
which triggered her interest to attend us:'
Naomi Tutu's lecture at USF St.

hits all the right notes. Swank's charmingly ferocious Maggie Fitzgerald comes off less fighter,
more warrior; it's hard not to get knocked back
by Maggie's scalding convictions.
Freeman's Scrap carries a mystic presence as
the mere semi-self-sustaining hermit whose keen
foresight and narrative place him in a long line of
cinema's great mythical sages. The razor-sharp,
less-is-more direction by Eastwood leaves nothing laid to waste, as it gives the film a brooding,
yet tightly woven sentimental polish that's at once
both indelibly tragic and uplifting. Akin to any
great. minimalism, "Million Dollar Baby" will
linger with you long after you leave the theatre.
In the David Bowie song "Heroes;' Bowie
notes that we can all be heroes, even if, tragically,
it's just for one day. The faces of "Million Dollar
Baby'' are worn, rugged and past their prime
before the title's namesake "baby" (Swank)
shows up.
Through her, they all have one last fight in
them, and that fight, regardless of where it won't
take them or what it won't bring, is ultimately the
proverbial "good fight" if there ever was one. It's
the heart-wrenching, beautiful key to "Million
Dollar Baby," as good and evil aren't given names
or faces, but are legion nonetheless.
This isn't a film that breaks new ground, and
it's not some star-driven epic that defies all past
sense of proportion for movie making (and
budgets). It is what it is-an enchanting, unblemished and perfectly structured story about the
human condition: demons, hopes, dreams and
tragedy. It has graceful, deeply cut acting, framed
by immaculate, masterful direction. Quite simply,
"Million Dollar Baby" is a masterpiece. Believe
the hype.

PUNDITS from Page 3
then gave her son's dog tags to an Iraqi woman Bush had
introduced earlier in the evening for having voted in
Baghdad three days earlier.
Matthews' in-house panel chided Reagan for his cynicism; they preferred to see the Norwoods' audience with
the president as the nation's way of giving genuine thanks
for their sacrifice. They were unable - or unwilling - to
give voice to the possibility that the public had been a
treated to a cynical, made-for-TV moment.
Instead, the pundits analyzed Bush on the same terms
in which he presented himself, and thus gave him
high marks.
No one questioned his characterization of Social
Secw:ity as insolvent; no inquiries were made into his call
to make healthcare "more affordable"; no consideration
given to the underlying meaning of his assertion that "our
economy is held back by irresponsible class-actions and
frivolous asbestos claims~'
Because they saw Bush in the way he intended himself
to be seen, the panel decided his night had been a

rousing success.
This superficial regard was strikingly evident elsewhere. During the speech, I was monitoring the Web log
for the online site of the National Review, a politically conservative biweekly magazine.
As I scrolled through the partisan commentary by the
magazine's columnists and contributors, I happened upon
the line that perhaps best illustrates the distance between
media that strive to inform the public, and those that are
grateful for an opportunity to hold the king's robes during
his procession.
Kate O'Beirne offered, "Is it possible that Laura Bush is
even prettier tonight than she was two weeks ago at
the Inaugural?"
It would seem to be a paean worth contemplation.

Anthony Sal~eggi is a graduate student in iournalism
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The Trumpet Guy
I Band Beats
J

By Wendy Owen

I
I

Shine on, you
crazy Amoebas

·J

Source: croolive,Ge11ylmoges.rom

S

orne people drop a dollar into the open black bag. A few generous
people drop a bit more. But whatever they g_ive or don't give, Carl
Smart keeps playing.
.
Jason MerriH
Entertainment Editor

Carl Smart, 53, has become a regular sight in the
downtown St. Petersburg area, especially around
BayWalk. He usually stands between the parking garage
and the main complex.
You may know him as "the
trillnpet guY:'
11
The gift
He belts out songs like the
"Star
Spangled Banner" and
that God
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow;'
gave me
to which the occasional passermeans noth- by can't help but hum along.
you enjoy it, that's.the
ing if I don't most"Hope
important part;' he says.
Every now and then, Smart
share it."
-Carl Smart stops playing to direct traffic
and pedestrians through and
across the alley outside the
parking garage. He mostly does this for entertainment.
"A trumpet doesn't work as well as a stop sign;' he
says. Pedestrians seem to enjoy his effort.
Smart has never been very shy. He spent most of his
life as a salesman in New York, where he raised.
"In order to make a sale;' he explains, "I first have to
sell myself'
Both of his parents are from Trinidad. After serving
in the British Royal Navy during World War II, his father
moved to America.

Several years later, Smart was born in Brooklyn.
He began playing trumpet when he was 10 years old
and was playing in clubs by his teens. He spent a year at
Indiana University studying music, but the Midwest culture shock brought him back to Brooklyn College.
Smart has been married three times and divorced
each spouse. Now his horn gives him comfort, as well a8
his next meal.
"I messed up everything in life but that," he said,
pointing toward his trumpet.
When Smart's mother died in 1989, he was devastated. He spent some time with his father in Trinidad
before moving to Miami to be with his only sister.
There was just one problem.
"If you don't speak Spanish in Miami, you can't be a
salesman;'·Smart said.
After years of trying to make it work, Smart moved to
Orlando and worked in kitchens at Walt Disney World.
Two years ago he came to St. Petersburg, homeless;
he's been that way ever since. He relies on his horn to
make him enough money to eat and afford a room every
now and then.
But don't be fooled. Smart loves to play for the people that pass him every day, even if not all of them give
him change.
"The gift that God gave me means nothing if I don't
share it;' he said.

onathan Douglas, 21, is new to
USF St. Petersburg. Last fall, he
transferred from the Tampa
campus to join the journalism program, and recently, he became a consultant at the writing center at
Poynter Library. But first and foremost, he's lead guitarist for the
Gleaming Amoebas.
While the band has undergone
many name changes, The Gleaming
Amoebas seems to have stuck. They ,
played the Tampa circuit as The
Baltics and Hyacinthine. Rhythm.
guitarist Aaron Barnard, 20, said that
the cryptic band name pays homage
to Douglas' brother.
"He had a vision of
the smallest one-celled
organism
being the
brightest one;' Barnard
said. From that incident
emerged
the
Gleaming
Amoebas.
Their tastes
range from glam
rock to reggae, and
they cite the Velvet
Underground, Bob Dylan,
Led Zeppelin and Hank
Williams Sr. as influences.
This has lead the Gleaming
Amoebas to create a sound
that is all their own and experimental
in a way that is reminiscent of Sonic
Youth. In a way, the Gleaming
Amoebas unique style of "indiemelodic-distortion" has displaced
them from the Tampa Bay music
scene. Douglas feels as though the

blind name also reflects the way that
they feel separate from other bands,
and often finds his music hard to
describe. "We feel separate because
we find ourselves squished
between acts that are not like
,
us.
While Tampa
Bay may not be
ready
for
the
Gleaming Amoebas,
they are still hopeful
and feel like they have
something to offer
everyone.
Their guttural vocals
and upside down guitar
may be too much for
some, but their familiar
"borrowed" riffs and
melodies will be the
key to fi-nding
an audience.
Currently, the
band does not have any
scheduled shows, but that
isn't stopping them. They
are working on new tracks
for an album,· and keep
their outlook on the music
industry light. "Just appreciate good
music, it doesn't matter what it is"
said Barnard.
"Avoid inconsistencies and keep it
fresh. It's a playground:'

Photo provided by Jonathon Douglas

USF St. Peteresburg student Jonathan Douglas, 2 1, is the lead
guitarist for the Gleaming Amoebas. He describes the group's
style a s indie-melod ic-d istortion.

•

•

•

.

Sound off
What icon do you
think of during Black
History Month? Why?

.,..

·

1

'~eon-Michel Basquiat,
because I really appreciate his art. He was one
of the few really famous
artists of the 80s, even
when it was still .really
racist."

- Chris Killian, 18

Photos by

Above: Besart Bakraci, 22, takes a break
from working out in the Campus Activities
Center by playing the piano. He is practic. ing 'Moonlight Sonata', one of his all-time
favorite piano works.
Left: Natalie Roman, 18, (left) and Zoriada
Canchani, 19, (right) take advantage of getting a free caricature in Davis Lobby. The
two wait patiently as Lars-Erik Robinson, 34,
goofs around while drawing their portait.

"Martin Luther King,
because he stood up in
the South for justice,
working with the Jewish
community, helping them
gain rights they didn't
have."
·

-Jackie Wertel, 30

PidureThis
ATTENTION STUDENTS:

Do you have a picture
of student Iife that
you would like to see
in print?

Send it to
USFCrowsNest
@aol.com.

"James Weldon
Johnson, because when
he wrote his famous
poem, 'Till Victory is
Won,' I think he saw
the plight of African
Americans and realized
we can go on and be
strong regardless of
anything we have to
face."

-Linda Gray, 38

